Temple Guiting Church of England School

W.C. 5" January 2026

Class 1 Reception Parents

Dear Parents,

Welcome back and Happy New Year! We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas break and would like to
take the opportunity to thank you for the very generous Christmas gifts and cards, they were so
appreciated.

Please find attached a detailed topic web which outlines what we will be doing in Class 1 this half term. Our
new topic is called ‘The Toy Box’, where the children will have the opportunity to share their favourite toy
from home, look at how toys have changed over time and learn about the different materials toys are made
from. Our key texts will include Paddington, Kipper’s Toybox and various non-fiction books. More
information about what we will be covering this half term can be found on the attached topic web, as well
as how you can support at home.

Key Dates
Tuesday 20 Jan — Please can your child bring in their favourite toy from home to share with the class

and write about.

Tuesday 27 Jan — The children are invited to bring in any old toys, maybe those belonging to
grandparents or other family relatives so we can look at how toys have changed over time. (We promise to
look after anything that is brought in and it will only form part of our circle time discussion, rather than be
played with by the children)

Homework

Phonics

Homework will continue in the same format as last term. Please ensure that your child’s phonics pack is in
their book bag daily. Each Thursday/Friday these packs will be collected in for Mrs Dobson to add the new
phonics cards and tricky words to. This term you will notice that the sounds become progressively more
difficult, therefore it is vital that revision takes place at home. Now the children have learnt the sounds of
the alphabet we are moving on to digraphs/trigraphs (two/three letter sounds), such as ar as in cart

or igh as in light. When practising the sounds with your child it is helpful if you encourage them to write
the sounds as you say them, this gives them the opportunity to link the actual sound they hear with

the grapheme (the written letters which represent a sound). Now they have learnt the letter formation
phrases, they will learn the catchphrases will accompany the digraphs/trigraphs, such as *tail in the rain’ for
ai.

Reading

Reading books will continue to be changed on a Thursday/Friday as before. Please remember to write a
comment in your child’s reading diary each time you hear them read. This two-way communication is really
important and helps see how much reading is happening at home. The strongest readers are always those
children who read at home. The expectation is for all children to read for at least 10-15 mins four times a
week, but of course more would be beneficial.

Writing

Nearly all children can now write their first name. A gentle reminder that the expectation is for the children
to be able to write their surname too unaided by Easter. It is great to see that some children can already
do this and are using the correct letter formation also. Now the children are starting to write words and
basic sentences it is important to encourage independent writing, rather than let them copy something you



have written. Writing phonetically is key and they will still need support in doing this by segmenting
(stretching out the words) for spelling. At this stage emphasis doesn’t need to be on the correct spelling of
more complex words, we want the children to build in confidence in getting letters down on paper and
writing phonetically is what we expect. Maybe they could have a go at writing a shopping list, label a
picture or write a short sentence where they can use finger spaces. They should even be able to tell you
about using capital letters and full stops! The more writing they do the better at the moment as this will
build their independence and confidence. Although this may be hard to believe at the moment by July
some children will be writing stories and recounts.

Show and Tell

Show and tell will begin this half term. To ensure it is fair we will run this on a rotation on a Friday
afternoon. When it is your child’s turn they will receive a slip home in their bookbag the day before. We
have discussed with the children the type of items it would be good to share. We are trying to encourage
the children to think beyond their toys (as they will already be bringing these in) and to bring something
else that is special to them. Perhaps a photograph, an artifact from a family trip, something to do with their
pet, a letter/postcard, something to do with a hobby they do, e.g. ballet shoes, a fossil, a memory book
from when they were a baby or an item from a holiday. These are just a few ideas and we are sure you
will have many more!

P.E. will run as before on a Wednesday afternoon with Mr Thomas. On a Friday afternoon we will continue
to alternate between P.E. with Miss Taylor and Forest School with Lucy and Mrs Dobson. Please ensure
that your child has plenty of warm layers for these outdoor sessions.

Thank you for your continued support. As always, if you have any questions or concerns then please get in
touch with one of us.

Kind Regards

Mrs C. Cotton and the Class 1 team



