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Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back. | hope you all had a great Easter and enjoyed lots of chocolate!

For the parents of children in Class 2, | would like to introduce myself. My name is Mrs
Cotton, | have been teaching for 18 years and | am the EYFS and Phonics and Early Reading
leader at our school. Since | started in September, | have taught all of the Year 1 children
phonics daily together in my classroom.

Phonics Screening Check

At the most recent parents’ evening | spent time with the Year 1 parents in my class
discussing the Phonics Screening Check and shared an example of a past assessment. All
children in every Year 1 class across the country complete the same assessment on the
same date in June. The purpose of the Phonics Screening Check is to confirm that all
children have learned phonic decoding to an age-appropriate standard. Phonics is an
effective way of teaching children to read. By ensuring high quality phonics teaching, we
want to improve literacy levels and give all children a solid base to build on as they
progress through school.

Through phonics, children are taught how to:

¢ Recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes.

¢ Identify the sounds that different combinations of letters make, such as ‘sh’ or ‘o0’.
¢ Blend these sounds together from left to right to make a word

Children can then use this knowledge to ‘decode’ new words that they hear or see. This is
the first important step in learning to read.

The Phonics Screening Check contains 40 words divided into two sections of 20 words.
Both sections contain a mixture of real words and nonsense words. All of the words are
phonetically decodable and the nonsense words have an alien picture next to them. This is
to really test their phonics knowledge and ensure they are not solely relying on the
recognition of words alone.

I have been preparing all of the Year 1 children for this assessment since September,
although | have only recently discussed it with them. This is nothing they need to be
concerned about, | have already been assessing the children individually on old papers and
will continue doing so weekly in the lead up. This year’s assessment will take place during
the week of the 9" June.

The pass mark is 32/40 and we will share your child’s result with you in their Summer
report at the end of term. Children who have not met the standard in Year 1 will re-take

the Phonics Screening Check in Year 2 the following Summer. The results of any re-take
will also be shared with you

As always, if you have any questions then please make an appointment to come and see
me.
Kind Regards

Mrs C. Cotton









